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Co-chairs and colieagues,

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is widely recognised as
an invaluable component of the global nuclear non-proliferation and
disarmament regime.

Yet 17 years after the treaty was opened for S|g@ature and ratification, its
entry into force continues to elude the |nternat|dnal commumty

The declarations by some states yet to ratlfy the CTBT of a moratorlum on
their nuclear testlng are welcome _ o

However, the international communltys goal remains a peNrmahent and legally
binding commitment to end nuclear test explosions for all tlme through the
CTBT’s entry :nto force. S

Australia looks to the Annex 2 states whose ratification is required for entry
into force but are yet to ratify the treaty— China, the DPRK, Egypt, India, iran,
Israel, Pakistan and the United Statés of America — to advance the goals of
nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament; and ratify the treaty.

In this context, Australia commends those states that have signed and ratified
the treaty since the last Article XIV Conference in 2011, particularly our




neighbour Indonesia, the latest Annex 2 state to ratify, as well as most

recently,
Guinea-Bissau.

We encourage others to follow their example.

Australia strongly condemns the test conducted by the DPRK on 12 February,
in clear violation of its international obligations under several Security Council
resolutions and in contempt of the will of the internationai community.

The detection of this test demonstrates the effectiveness of the international
monitoring and verification system already in place but also highlights the
importance of the treaty and its entry into force.

Australia supported the strong Security Councn response to the DPRK’s

the sanctions imposed by the Security Counc||
Australia is pleased to have been a consistently strong CTBT propogeﬁt
Australia played an active role in CTBT negotiations in the Conference- oh

Disarmament (CD) from 1994 to 1996 and was at the forefront of bringing the |
treaty to the United Nations, where it was overwhelmingly adopted S

Australia is honoured to participate in the eight-country “F rrends of the CTBT",
which meets biennially to maintain high-level advocacy.” ™

And we are a proud member of the 12 country Non-Proliferation and
Disarmament Initiative (NPDI), which is committed to achieving the shared
goal of a world free of nuclear weapons

Australia reaffirms its strong support to the CTBTO, partlcularly through our
hosting of the third Iargest number of statlons in the Internatlona! Momtormg
System.

In conclusion, the earliest possible entry ‘into force of the:CTBT is a non-
proliferation and disarmament prlorlty for which Australla WI|| continue to
advocate. : :

| thank you.




