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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, 
 
1. I am pleased to be here today to report on the activities of the Preparatory 

Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization. The 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is one of the cornerstones of the 
international non-proliferation and disarmament regime. Its total ban of any 
nuclear test explosions in any environment will help end the development of ever 
more sophisticated nuclear weapons, as well as arresting the proliferation of these 
weapons.  

 
2. When the CTBT was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 

10 September 1996 we were aware that the success of the Treaty would depend on 
two crucial factors: its universality and its verifiability. On both accounts we have 
made substantial progress since then. 

 
3. Until today the Treaty has been signed by a total of 169 States and ratified by 105.  

Thirty-two of these ratifications are by Annex 2 States – 44 States listed in the 
Treaty whose ratification is required for entry into force. The level and pace of 
signatures and ratifications indicates the firm support of the international 
community for the Treaty. 

 
4.  The Third Conference on Facilitating Entry into Force of the CTBT, which was 

held in Vienna only last month, agreed on concrete measures to promote 
signatures and ratification of the Treaty. It furthermore demonstrated the 
commitment of states to bring about entry into force of the CTBT and to uphold 
existing testing moratoria until such date. The Final Declaration of the Conference 
made ample reference to relevant decisions by the United Nations General 
Assembly and other international fora. Ambassador Groenberg of Finland, the 
coordinator of the Conference, will brief the First Committee on the details of the 
Conference during the upcoming thematic debate.  

 
5. The Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

Organization was established six years ago to carry out the necessary preparations 
for the effective implementation of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, 
and to prepare for the first session of the Conference of the States Parties to the 
Treaty. The main activity of the Commission and its Provisional Technical 
Secretariat during the last years was the establishment of the verification regime to 
monitor Treaty compliance. 

 
6. The global verification regime needs to be operational at the Treaty’s entry into 

force.  It will be capable of detecting nuclear explosions underground, in water 
and in the atmosphere. The verification regime comprises four elements: 
• The International Monitoring System (IMS), with the International Data 

Centre (IDC), will be able to detect evidence of possible nuclear explosions; 
• A consultation and clarification process can clarify and resolve matters 

concerning possible non-compliance with the Treaty; 
• States Parties will also have the right to request an on-site inspection to 

determine whether a nuclear weapon test or any other nuclear explosion has 
been carried out in violation of the Treaty, and to gather facts which might 
assist in identifying any possible violator; and lastly 
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• Confidence-building measures will contribute to resolve compliance concerns 
arising from possible misinterpretation of verification data and to assist in the 
calibration of IMS stations. 

 
7. The International Monitoring System (IMS) consists of 321 monitoring stations 

and 16 radionuclide laboratories that monitor the earth for evidence of a nuclear 
explosion. The IMS uses seismic, hydroacoustic and infrasound monitoring 
technologies to detect possible nuclear explosions. Radionuclide monitoring 
technologies collect and analyse air samples for evidence of the physical products 
created by nuclear explosions.   Progress in establishing these facilities has been 
good considering the engineering challenges that face the establishment of this 
first worldwide monitoring network. More than 50% of the monitoring stations are 
now operational.  

 
8. Good progress in establishing the IMS was in great part made possible by those 

States hosting IMS facilities. I would like to use this opportunity to thank States 
for their help and flexibility and express my hope that the good cooperation will 
continue. 

 
9. A Global Communications Infrastructure (GCI) carries the seismic, hydroacoustic, 

infrasound and radionuclide data from IMS facilities to the International Data 
Center.  This global satellite communications network is also used to distribute 
data and reports relevant to Treaty verification to the States Signatories.  

 
10. The International Data Center supports the verification responsibilities of States 

Signatories by providing the products and services needed for effective Treaty 
monitoring.  The Center receives raw data from monitoring stations around the 
world, which it processes, analyses and transmits to States for final analysis.  
Improved software is enhancing precision in locating the events which produce 
seismic, hydroacoustic, infrasound and radionuclide data, and the verification 
system as a whole is being continuously developed and refined. 

 
11. On-Site Inspections as provided for in the Treaty are a final verification measure, 

and the development of a draft OSI Operational Manual is a key task for the 
Preparatory Commission.  The Commission is also acquiring inspection 
equipment and building up a pool of potential inspectors.  

 
12. While the primary purpose of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

(CTBT) verification regime is to verify compliance with the Treaty effectively, 
the CTBT verification technologies, IMS data and IDC products have the potential 
to offer a range of useful civil and scientific applications for sustainable 
development and betterment of human welfare. Discussions on Civil and 
Scientific Applications of CTBT Verification Technologies are ongoing, most 
recently upon invitation of the Hungarian Government in Sopron.  

 
13. Seismic, hydroacoustic and infrasound data can be used in studies of the earth’s 

structure and for research on earthquakes, volcanic eruption forecasting, tsunami 
warnings, underwater event location, and sea temperature and climate change 
monitoring.  The data can assist in minimising the effect of volcanic eruptions on 
civil aviation and can be used for oceanic swell research and atmospheric and 



 4

meteorological studies.  Radionuclide technologies offer opportunities for 
detecting radionuclide dispersion, monitoring radiation levels and studying natural 
radioactivity, as well as supporting atmospheric studies, biological research and 
environmental change tracking.  Follow-up meetings and seminars are already 
taking place amongst policy-makers and scientists in support of the work of the 
Commission. 

 
14. The Commission organizes training programmes and workshops in support of 

States Signatories in the enhancement of national technical capability for the 
implementation of the Treaty. Those include: training courses for IMS station 
operators in all four verification technologies, training courses for data analysis, 
storage and management, on-site inspection technologies, workshops for global 
communications infrastructure and workshops on international cooperation and 
national implementation of the Treaty. In addition, the Commission promotes 
international cooperation among States Signatories for them to participate in the 
fullest possible exchange relating to these verification technologies and the 
establishment and operation of national data centres.  

 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 
15. On 15 June 2000, the General Assembly adopted the Agreement to regulate the 

relationship between the United Nations and the Preparatory Commission for the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization, thereby accepting the 
Preparatory Commission as a new member of the United Nations family.  The 
Commission remains an independent international organization, but has been 
given formal status by which we can contribute to the goals of the United Nations. 
CTBTO staff use the UN Laissez-Passer on duty travel.  We have concluded a 
services agreement with UNDP, which provides us with operational support. 

  
16. Under this Agreement, our links and interactions with the United Nations and its 

programmes, funds and specialized agencies are developing even further, and 
options for enhanced cooperation and support are under review. In order to fully 
contribute to the work of the United Nations family, the CTBTO Preparatory 
Commission has requested full membership in the United Nations System’s Chief 
Executives Board (CEB).  The Preparatory Commission already participates in the 
work of the High Level Committees of the CEB but this participation cannot 
replace full membership in the main coordinating body.  In light of the 
disarmament-related issues in the Millennium Declaration we feel it particularly 
important that the CTBTO Preparatory Commission should be able to contribute 
fully to the work of the UN family. 

 
17. We believe that it would be of great significance for the General Assembly to be 

kept abreast of the rapid development of our new and growing organization on a 
closer basis.  In times of increasing concern about the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, the reports of organizations specialized in this field should be of 
particular relevance to the deliberations of the General Assembly.  
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18. In closing, I would like to emphasize that, seven years after its opening for 
signature, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty has the confirmed support 
of the international community, and is recognized as playing an important role in 
nuclear disarmament and in non- proliferation. The recent Conference on 
Facilitation Entry into Force of the CTBT provided new momentum to our 
common quest for a universal and verifiable Treaty. I am convinced that your 
important deliberations will provide further impetus and a conducive environment 
for further progress in nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. 

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman  
 
 


