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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS: 2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Voluntary contributions, made on top of regular payments from States Signatories, have provided state-

of-the-art technology, enabled training and capacity-building initiatives throughout 2025 and made
important contributions to strengthening nuclear non-proliferation and advancing peace and security.
These contributions have played a role in enhancing the CTBTO’s International Monitoring System (IMS)

which collects data from seismic, hydroacoustic, infrasound, and radionuclide facilities worldwide to
detect nuclear test explosions.

STATION MAINTENANCE

Fully functioning IMS facilities mean better data quality,
faster analysis, and a stronger verification network that
benefits security, as well as civil and scientific use.
Voluntary contributions from Italy and the European
Union (EU) during 2025 have supported maintenance and
operational work at auxiliary seismic stations in Indonesia,
restoring data transmission from two stations to the
International Data Centre (IDC) in Vienna. Such datais also

shared with local institutions, including the National Data

& Centre (NDC) of Indonesia and the Regional Data Centre
CTBTO team and local support from Indonesia's (Denpasar), helping to strengthen the Indonesian tsunami

Meteorology, Climatology, and Geophysical early warning system. Auxiliary seismic stations are
Agency (BMKG) at Auxiliary Seismic Station

complimenting the primary seismic station network and
S40/LEM (Lembang, Indonesia). P g P y

only send data on demand. Many stations are in
developing countries, often in remote and difficult to maintain locations. Since host countries are
responsible for their operation and maintenance, voluntary contributions help them keep these stations
running and benefit from the network’s data.

SOFTWARE DONATIONS HELP IMPROVE PERFORMANCE

In 2025, the Norwegian research foundation NORSAR donated the Threshold Monitoring software that
helps check how well seismic monitoring stations are working, so that experts can quickly spot weak
performance or data gaps. The DTK-QUALITY software, donated by the French Alternative Energies and
Atomic Energy Commission (CEA), automatically assesses the quality of data from monitoring stations,
allowing operators to detect and fix potential system problems, ensuring reliability and usability of data.
Funding by the EU also supports continuous enhancement and updating of CTBTO software. Overall, these
tools make data more robust and accessible, fostering trust and transparency among countries.

To learn more about voluntary contributions opportunities, please contact: vcfp@ctbto.org.
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NEW EQUIPMENT REFINES TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES

Several States Signatories have provided equipment to
support CTBTO’s monitoring and verification activities.
The SPALAX-NG, loaned by the French CEA, detects
radioactive xenon isotopes, which can indicate nuclear
test explosions. Currently installed at the CTBTO TeST
Centre, this equipment is used to train staff and station
operators for future deployment across IMS facilities.
Canada will provide gamma radiation imagers and
financial support for temporary staff and logistics
services in support for the next On-Site Inspection (OSI)
Integrated Field Exercise (IFE) in Namibia in 2026, while
the Republic of Korea is supporting logistic-related
expenses. This exercise will bring together experts from
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SPALAX-NG installed at the CTBTO TeST Centre, Vienna.

around the world to simulate a realistic inspection scenario of a suspected nuclear weapon explosive test

to refine the standard operating protocols and procedures as set out in the Treaty. The provision of such

support helps CTBTO improve its technical capacities and readiness to clarify whether a nuclear explosion

has been carried out.

CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING

Voluntary contributions support training and capacity-
building activities helping experts from States Signatories
enhance their skills. In 2025, the EU and Italy contributed
to the Technical Expert Support Programme (TESP), which
brings national experts to Vienna to gain hands-on
experience with CTBTO technology through direct
engagement in Working Group B. EU funding has also
enabled multiple participants to attend trainings and
workshops in Austria, Tunisia and Viet Nam to develop
technical and operational skills related to IMS data and
IDC products and to promote best practices in NDC
operations. Capacity Building System (CBS) equipment
was also purchased and installed in 8 States, namely,

Participants of the workshop on CTBT Technologies
for French-speaking National Data Centres in
Tunis, Tunisia, April 2025.

Bangladesh, Eswatini, Jamaica, Mexico, South Africa, The Gambia, Tunisia and Yemen. This has ensured

that NDCs from these countries can receive data from IMS and local facilities. These efforts strengthen

national expertise and foster scientific collaboration, enhancing countries’ ability to understand, use and

contribute effectively to the CTBT verification regime.

To learn more about voluntary contributions opportunities, please contact: vcfp@ctbto.org.
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND GENDER EQUALITY
\ 1 4 Beyond technical training, EU-funded activities have also

promoted youth engagement and gender equality
through the CTBTO Youth Group (CYG) and the Mentoring
Programme for early-career women in STEM. In 2025

alone, a record 40 mentees from all regions took part in
the Mentoring Programme and 10 of them attended the
Science and Technology Conference 2025 - which several

Certificate Ceremony - CTBTO Executive Secretary donors supported through voluntary contributions. The

presented the mentees with their certificates of X
programme has prepared mentees for recruitment
processes and has helped expand the pool of women professionals in the STEM disciplines. Meanwhile,

the CTBTO Research Fellowship, supported by China, provides training for young people to strengthen

their research and writing skills on non-proliferation and disarmament issues. Such activities are building
a new generation of experts who will shape the future of this field.

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO CTBTO’S WORK

CTBTO has also benefited from national experts from States Signatories. In 2025 alone, Cost-Free Experts
and Junior Professional Officers from Australia, France, the Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation
have actively contributed to CTBTO’s work, gaining hands-on experience in a multilateral environment
while helping to advance CTBTO’s global monitoring and verification system.

AN IMPORTANT COMMITMENT

Voluntary contributions will continue to play an important
role and demonstrate a clear commitment to supporting
CTBTO's efforts to strengthen the verification regime,
assist States Signatories, and foster multilateral
collaboration in upholding the global norm against nuclear
testing.

National Data Centres-for-All (NDCs4All)
Initiative: Capacity-Building System equipment

To learn more about voluntary contributions opportunities, please contact: vcfp@ctbto.org.
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